Charity sends in police to break-up disabled protest
Northern Star, 28 Nov - 5 Dec 1991
Organisers of the BBC Children In Need appeal have been widely condemned for sending in police to break up a demonstration by disabled people outside Broadcasting House in Leeds.

The disabled demonstrators were thrown to the ground and dragged along the road when police cleared the front entrance to the charity event. A blind man was marched with his arm twisted high up his back as he and his guide dog were forced into a police transit.

Eight people, including four disabled people, were arrested and later released without charge. The disabled people's campaign Rights Not Charity has lodged an official complaint against police conduct.

Over fifty people came to the demonstration to protest against patronising images of disability by Children In Need and other charity appeals. BBC North admitted that they called the police to break up the protest.

Children In Need producer Geoffrey Talbot said: "All we asked the police to do was to clear a way so that people who wanted to give to charity could do so." It is understood that the protestors were making it impossible for BBC cameras to film the presentation of a giant profiterole cake donated by catering students to Children In Need.

While the voice of Terry Wogan boomed across the car park of Broadcasting House appealing for cash to help disabled children, members of Rights Not Charity, many wearing bandages with the words "pathetic victim" written on them, sang and chanted their opposition to the event. In a statement issued before the protest BBC Children in Need stressed that they were sensitive to the feelings of disabled people. Alan Holdsworth, one of the disabled demonstrators who was arrested and later released without charge, commented: "If the BBC's idea of being sensitive is to call in the police to arrest disabled people in people in this vicious way, perhaps they will tell us what they would do if they were being insensitive?

"The police treated disabled people very roughly. They had no training or sensitivity in handling disabled people. There would certainly have been severe injuries if it hadn't been for the intervention of people who were themselves arrested," Mr Holdsworth added.

Richard Wood, spokesperson for the British Council of the Organisations of Disabled People said there was growing anger against television appeals which showed disabled people as passive objects of charity. "People who make these sorts of programmes need to consider very seriously whether the people who are the objects of these charity appeals are going to tolerate them any longer. Disabled people have every right to demonstrate against these programmes. They will not let them go unchallenged."

ITV scraps Telethons
by Nicholas Hellen

Evening Standard, 16th June 1993

ITV is to drop its regular Telethon charity spectacular, which generated £65.5 million over 13 years, because it "raises money by guilt".

Proposals for a 1994 marathon session of comedy, music and stunts have been abandoned.

Instead, LWT is planning a dramatic switch in the network's approach to social action and community programming away from armchair compassion.

A replacement show, the Peoplethon, will be unveiled in London thsi August Bank Holiday, with a brief to enlist viewers' personal commitment rather than their credit cards.

If successful, it will be adopted by the entire network and it could force the BBC to reappraise its Comic Relief fundraising event.

Dagmar Charlton, LWT's community programmes chief, says: "Telethon was a lousy programme; it raised less and less money, and during a recession, we should make use of the fact that people have got more time on their hands."

The Peoplethon, which may be hosted by Chris Tarrant or Michael Aspel, will attempt to persuade viewers to become blood donors or Samaritans, to act as "buddies" for Aids sufferers through the Terrence Higgins Trust or to join crime prevention schemes. There will be no appeals for money.

The event will no longer sprawl over an entire day's schedule and Charlton adds: "There will be slots with politicians and celebrities, clips of charities' work and we will be building a house for the homeless - but it will not be showbiz."

It has the backing of the Telethon charity, which will now be suspended, and will be produced by Clarke Productions.

Although Joe Simpson, secretary to ITV Telethon, disputes the view that appeals for money are being stymied by compassion fatigue, he says: "It will be more reflective of the modern age."

Telethon was launched by Thames TV in London in 1980 when it raised £1 million and it was revived in 1985 to raise a further £2.5 million. It went national in 1988, earning £23 million, and £24 million in 1990. But it fell back to £15 million in 1992.

