"Compassionate Conservatism - The Stark Reality" by Richard Currie
This article is by Richard Currie. Richard is a member of GMCDP.
The original version of the article was published in the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine.
You can find all the articles from the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine here[link]
The article is about changes that the government made between 2010 and 2014, when Richard wrote this.
That government was a coalition government.
The word coalition means something different here to what it means in GMCDP and Coalition magazine.
Most governments are one political party.
A coalition government is a government of more than one political party working together.
This government was a coalition between the Conservative party and the Liberal Democrat party.
They became the government in 2010, after the Labour party had been in government for a long time.
When they got in power, they wanted to change lots of things.
One of the biggest changes that they made was making cuts to the welfare and social care systems.
The Welfare system is how the government pays money to people who do not work, or are paid very little in their jobs.
The social care system is how the government pays for the help older and disabled people need with things like dressing, shopping, and cooking.
Cuts mean taking from these services and changing them so that they cost the government less.
In 2014, when Richard wrote this, the cuts were starting to make disabled people's lives much harder.
The government said that they want disabled people to be active and do the things they want to do.
They say they want disabled people to have the rights that the United Nations say they should have.
The United Nations is a group including most of the countries in the world. They try to stop wars between countries and help different countries to work together.
The United Nations make rules about human rights for all countries to follow.
They made a set of rules about disabled people's rights. This is called the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities (UNCRPD).
The government of Britain, like lots of other countries, agreed to follow these rules.
But what they were actually doing is not the same as what they were saying.
Lots more disabled people are much poorer than non-disabled people.
If one person in a family is disabled, the whole family is likely to be poorer than if no one in the family is disabled.
Disabled people are also more likely to be treated unfairly at work or at school or college.
Disabled people often live in houses that are not suitable for them.
It is hard for disabled people to meet their friends and go to events that they want to go to, because transport is often not accessible.
Disabled people are more likely than non-disabled people to be victims of crime, like being attacked by people who want to hurt them or having things stolen from them.
Disabled people often do not get the help that they need to make choices and have control in their daily lives.
The government says they know about all these things.
But they are not doing anything about them. In fact, they are making lots of these things worse.
Richard says that you might think a coalition government would want to change things in ways that most people want.
Not enough people voted for either party to let them be the government by themselves.
It would make sense if they did things everyone could agree on when they worked together.
But this is not what is happening.
The government say they believe in "compassionate conservatism".
This means keeping most things the same, but giving extra help to people who are poor or having a hard time.
But the cuts that this government has made to welfare and social care are making disabled people poorer.
They are making it harder for disabled people to be part of society.
Food is getting more expensive and disabled people are getting less money.
So some disabled people might not be able to buy enough food.
Councils are now charging disabled people for services that they give them, like personal assistance.
So disabled people who need those things are left with even less money for everything else.
Researchers have worked out that more than 3 million disabled people in Britain are being made poorer by these cuts.
They say that the government does not really understand how much what they are doing is hurting disabled people.
Politicians are also blaming disabled people for the country not having enough money.
This means that more people are angry with disabled people.
Some people now hate disabled people so much that they attack disabled people when they see them in the street.
Richard says that before this government, most people agreed that disabled people needed more help because of how society worked.
Things like special food, equipment, and housing cost more for disabled people, so the government helped them pay for those things.
Getting to work, or going shopping, can be harder for disabled people because of inaccessible transport or buildings.
So the government paid for the help that disabled people needed to do these things.
These problems were society's fault, not disabled people's, so it made sense for the government to solve them.
But now, the new government is taking that support away again.
They want to try to make disabled people get jobs instead of staying on benefits.
But it is very difficult for disabled people to get jobs.
There are not many jobs available for anyone.
And employers do not think disabled people would be any good at doing jobs, so they do not want to employ them.
The government are taking away things that disabled people have fought hard to get.
The disabled people's movement fought to get the services that disabled people need to live in their own homes and have choice and control in their lives.
Past governments eventually listened to them and gave disabled people services like personal assistance.
But now the government is cutting those services.
There will be a third less money for them in 2015 and only half as much money in 2018 as in 2014.
Less money for services means that councils will change how they decide who gets them so that fewer disabled people get help.
The disabled people who do get services will get less help.
For example, people who get money to employ PAs will get less money, so they will not be able to pay for as much help as they need.
The government has closed the Independent Living Fund (ILF).
The ILF was for disabled people who need a lot of personal assistance.
The government have said that the money that was in the ILF will go to councils.
So people who got it should still get enough money from their councils to pay for their assistance.
But disabled people are worried that councils will give them less than they got from the ILF.
Some disabled people went to court to try to stop the government closing the ILF.
They said that the government had not asked enough disabled people what they thought about closing it.
There are rules that say the government has to ask people what they think before making cuts.
But the court said the government had not done anything wrong. So they were still allowed to close the ILF.
The Conservatives never said that they were going to close the ILF before the election.
But when they won the election and became the government, they did it anyway.
They also lied about why they closed it.
They said it was because they did not have enough money.
But they could have chosen to cut the money they were spending on something else instead.
The government wants to take money and services away from the people who need them most.
Closing the ILF will take choices and control over their lives away from the disabled people who need most support.
Richard says that all this means that the government are lying when they say they understand that disabled people should have the same rights as everyone else.
Really, they are making life harder for disabled people and taking our rights away.
