Letter to the Editor by Joe Whittaker
The original version of this letter was published in the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine.
You can find all the articles from the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine here[link]
Joe Whittaker was a member of GMCDP who often wrote letters to Coalition magazine.
Joe wrote this letter to reply to an article that Anne Rae wrote for Coalition before.
Anne's article was about assisted dying.
Assisted dying is when doctors help people to die.
The people might be going to die soon anyway, or they might be in a lot of pain and feel like it is not worth staying alive any longer.
So they ask the doctors to help them to die.
Some people think this is doctors killing people and that it should not be allowed.
Other people think it is really people killing themselves and the doctors are just helping them.
They might still think that it should not be allowed, or they might think that it is a good thing and should be allowed.
Assisted dying is not allowed in Britain now, but it is allowed in some other countries.
A lot of disabled people do not like the idea of assisted dying.
They think that if doctors can help people to die, it is saying that those people's lives are not worth living.
Some disabled people worry that if doctors can help people to die, they will stop giving disabled people help to live long and happy lives.
They think that doctors will not want to help disabled people live longer because it will be easier and cheaper to help them to die.
Joe says this is something that people in the disabled people's movement often disagree about.
People who feel the same about a lot of other things can feel very differently about this.
And people can feel very strongly about it.
Joe says this is not surprising, because people can have lots of different personal experiences of it.
One person might feel one way about it because of what happened to someone close to them, like a friend or family member.
But another person might feel the opposite way because something different happened to someone close to them.
Anne wanted people in the disabled people's movement to talk more about this issue among themselves.
Joe thinks this is a good idea.
He thinks that disabled people's organisations are good at talking and thinking about difficult issues.
He thinks that disabled people's organisations might be able to help everyone else to make decisions about issues like assisted dying.
Joe says that he is an atheist.
This means that he does not believe in any gods.
He does not believe in heaven or hell, or that we can know what happens after we die.
So he does not think that there is a rule that everyone has to follow about what to do when someone is dying.
But he does think that the choices people make about what to do can affect other people.
He is worried that people who want assisted dying to stay illegal, or to become legal, often don't understand the other side's point of view.
This means that they might end up with something that is not good for all disabled people.
This can be a bigger problem when some people have a lot more power than others.
Joe says that assisted dying is difficult to make choices about as a whole society.
Some people really want it to be allowed and other people really want it not to be allowed.
All these people should be listened to. We need to think seriously about what they want.
We need to make sure that everyone can get what they want for themselves in a way that does not harm other people.
So if someone has decided that they want to die, we should support them.
But we also need to make sure that people who do not want to die can get the support they need to keep living the lives they want to.
They should never be told they should die because it is easier for other people if they die than if they live longer.
