Book review: 'Desires' by Penny Pepper, reviewed by Linda Marsh
This article is a review of a book called 'Desires' by Penny Pepper.
Penny is a disabled writer and artist.
The review is written by Linda Marsh.
Linda is a member of GMCDP who has also worked in GMCDP's office and helped with producing Coalition magazine.
Some things in the book are quite upsetting.
The book talks about sex and disabled people being made to do things they do not want to do.
It talks about disabled people being stopped from having the kind of sex they want, and being made to have sex when they do not want to.
If those are things that upset you, you might not want to read this article.
'Desires' is a book of short stories. The stories are all about disabled people and sex.
The word desire mean wanting something.
So if you use the word desire when talking about sex, you could mean wanting sex in general, or wanting to have sex in a particular way.
Or you could mean fancying someone and wanting to have sex with that person.
All of the stories in the book are about desire in different ways.
Linda says that a lot of the things Penny writes about in the stories are things that some people do not like to think about.
Some people particularly do not like to think about disabled people doing or wanting to do these things.
Non-disabled people can find it shocking to think about disabled people having sex or wanting sex!
Linda says some of the things that stories in the book are about.
There is a story about disabled teenage girls learning from each other about how to touch their own bodies in ways that feel good.
There is a story about a woman who has sex for the first time when she was in hospital, with someone who worked in the hospital.
There are stories about disabled people fancying someone and being worried about whether the other person fancies them too.
There are stories about disabled people who are worried about how to get to the point of having sex with someone.
This could be about getting from talking about it to actually doing it.
Or it could be about getting your bodies into a position where you can have sex, if your impairments make that difficult.
The stories talk about problems that disabled people can have with sex.
These problems are often to do with how disabled people are treated badly by non-disabled people.
Sometimes disabled adults are treated like children, and people think they cannot or do not want to have sex when they can and do.
Sometimes disabled people's parents do not want them to grow up.
Sometimes doctors and other medical workers try to fix disabled people's bodies to make them more like non-disabled people's bodies.
This might not work, and the disabled people might not want it anyway. It might be painful or waste their time.
The stories talk about these and other bad things in disabled people's lives.
Linda says that some of the bad things that happen in some of the stories could be upsetting to read about.
But these things are important to write about because they happen to real disabled people.
For example, one story is about someone tricking a woman into having sex when she did not want to.
This is called date rape.
Also, some of the people in the stories are very lonely.
And some of them are not happy with the relationships they are in.
Some people were unhappy about having to help their partners with things like personal care.
Or they were unhappy about needing their partners to help them.
But there are good things in the stories too.
Linda likes that the stories talk about disabled people having and wanting sex as something that can be good.
But she does not like that all the stories are about women who fancy men or men who fancy women.
She thinks that Penny could have written about some disabled people who are lesbian (women who fancy women) or gay (men who fancy men).
She liked that one of the stories is about an older disabled woman, though the is not sure exactly how old the woman is.
But she does not like that some of the disabled people in the stories think unfair things about how some people's bodies look.
For example, some of them talk about women who are fat or hairy like those are bad things.
Linda thinks that there is a lot of explaining things about disabled people's lives for non-disabled people in the stories.
For example, talking about how different impairments and different access barriers make things harder for people.
She thinks that maybe Penny did not need to do so much of this. The stories could go better without it.
But she says maybe she only thinks this because she has been in the Disabled People's Movement for a long time.
So she knows a lot of other disabled people and she knows what disabled people's lives are like.
Other people might not know so much about disabled people and might need those things explaining to them.
Although Linda does not like some things in the book, she thinks the book is good and important.
There have not been many other books like this one before.
Linda would like to read more stories by Penny Pepper.
She would like her to write more stories about disabled people who are gay or lesbian or who think differently about sex.
Linda also talks about how she reads books as a bind person.
She listened to this book as an audio book.
The audio book had lots of different people reading it aloud. Sometimes the person speaking changed in the middle of a story.
She thought the people reading the audio book were not very good for this kind of stories.
It was funny when she heard an older man with a posh voice reading about teenage girls talking about sex and touching themselves.
She thinks that the people who make audio books could pick people to do the reading who are better suited for the kind of books they are reading.
