Theatre review: 'Static' by Graeae Theatre, reviewed by E.J. Frank
This article is a review of a play called 'Static' which was on at the Contact Theatre in Manchester in 2008.
The play was written by Dan Rebellato.
The play was performed by Graeae Theatre Company.
Graeae is a theatre company of disabled people. They were the first theatre company made up of all disabled actors in Britain.
They are part of the Disability Arts movement. A lot of different disabled actors, writers and directors have been in Graeae.
This review was written by E.J. Frank.
E.J. wrote other reviews and articles for Coalition, but we do not know much about them.
We do not know their gender, because they do not say what it is in any of their articles. So here we are using the words "they" and "them" for E.J.
E.J. says the play was interesting and innovative.
Something is innovative if it does new things that not many people have done before.
This play used different ways of communicating, including actors speaking and using sign language, and using music to communicate.
Not many people had tried to do this in theatre plays at that time.
The play was about a man called Chris who died when he was still young.
His wife, Sarah, his best friend, Martin, and his sister, Julia, are the main characters in the play.
The story is about how they all deal with their feelings about Chris's death.
After Chris died, Sarah found a tape that he put different songs on.
Chris had made the tape for Sarah, but he did not get to give it to her before he died.
Sarah felt like Chris was communicating with her through the music on the tape.
There is a lot of music in the play.
Some of the musicians whose music was in the play are Aimee Mann, Rufus Wainwright and The Smiths.
E.J. did not know a lot about them or their music before seeing the play.
But they liked the music and wanted to hear more music by Aimee Mann and Rufus Wainwright.
E.J. thought the play was confusing at first. But it got less confusing as it went on.
E.J. was surprised by how the play ended, but they liked the ending.
They had been worried that it would end in a way that did not finish the story properly, but in the end it did.
They do not tell us what the ending was.
E.J. says that the play was about Chris's death, but another thing that it was about was deafness.
Chris had become deaf in an accident before he died.
There were parts of the play about Chris not being able to enjoy music any more after he became deaf.
E.J. thinks that this is part of the theme of the play about loss.
The theme of a story is an idea that is important to the story. You could say that it is the main thing a story is about.
There can be different things in a play, or a film or a book, that are about its theme in different ways.
In this play, there were different kinds of loss. One was Chris losing his hearing and another was Sarah losing Chris when he died.
E.J. liked how Chris being deaf was part of the story in the play, but it was not the only thing that the play was about.
They liked that it was not a story about how sad it is to be a disabled person, like lots of other stories about disability in plays, books or films.
But there were some things about the play that E.J. did not like.
They did not think the actor playing Sarah was very good at acting.
They also found it annoying that Chris was always there on the stage even though at that time in the story he was dead.
But although they did not like some things, E.J. thought the play was worth seeing, especially for people who enjoy music.
They were surprised that not many people went to see it on a Saturday night.
So they thought that maybe it could have been advertised better.
E.J. finishes their review by saying a few things about accessibility of the play and the theatre.
In the play, actors were both speaking and signing in British Sign Language.
But there was not always both. So some lines were signed but not spoken and other lines were spoken but not signed.
So if you cannot understand both spoken English and British Sign Language, you would miss some things.
E.J. did not mind that, but they wondered if it might be a problem for deaf people who went to see it.
E.J. was also ignored by some of the staff who worked at the theatre. They thought this might be because they have a visual impairment.
So E.J. thinks that the attitude of the staff at the theatre made it not very accessible for them and for other visually impaired people.
But the theatre was easy to get around for wheelchair users, so it was more accessible than a lot of places.
And E.J. thought it was good that they had large print programmes.
E.J. says they look forward to seeing more plays made by Graeae Theatre Company.
