"The Seven Dwarfs of Auschwitz" review by Steve Scott
This article is written by Steve Scott.
The original version of the article was published in the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine.
You can find all the articles from the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine here[link]
The article is a review of a TV programme called "The Seven Dwarfs of Auschwitz".
The programme was part of a series called "Perspectives" that was shown on ITV.
In this series famous people found out more about people who inspired them.
They travelled around the world to talk to other people who knew a lot about their heroes.
Warwick Davis was the presenter of the programme. He is an actor who has been in a lot of films and TV programmes.
Both Steve Scott and Warwick Davis have dwarfism.
Dwarfism is a type of impairment.
It means that people are much shorter than other people the same age as them.
People with dwarfism are disabled because things are built for people who are taller than them, so things are often not accessible for them.
They are sometimes called dwarfs or little people.
But they are not the same as the magical dwarfs in fantasy stories.
Steve Scott says that he does not like the number seven because of the story "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs".
He does not want people to think of him as that kind of dwarf.
But this programme was about seven real people with dwarfism.
They were all members of one family, called the Ovitz family.
They lived when the Nazis were in power in Germany.
The Nazis killed lots of disabled people, as well as Jewish people and lots of other groups of people.
One of the places where they killed people was called Auschwitz.
It was a big camp where they made people work so hard that many of them died.
Often, the Nazis would move people from Auschwitz to other camps just to kill them.
There was a Nazi doctor there called Josef Mengele. People called him "Doctor Death".
He did a lot of experiments on the people in Auschwitz, while they were still alive.
He was interested in people whose bodies were different from most people's, such as people with dwarfism.
He did lots of very painful and horrible things to people, but he sometimes saved people from being killed because he was interested in them.
The Ovitz family were both Jewish and disabled. So you would expect the Nazis to really want to kill them.
But they survived because Josef Mengele wanted to experiment on them.
They had a brother who did not have dwarfism.
He was killed by the Nazis in another camp.
The Ovitz family were musicians. Warwick Davis could relate to them because he was also a performer.
He liked that when they performed in different places, they were doing things like playing music.
They were not just being shown to people as something strange and unusual, like a lot of dwarfs and other disabled people were.
Warwick Davis felt like they were similar to him.
He was given parts in films as things like robots and aliens because he was short.
The people who made the films were not really interested in how good he was at acting.
They just needed someone small enough to fit in the costumes to play the parts they wanted.
But Warwick knew that to become a famous actor he also had to be good at acting.
He did not want people to only be interested in him because of his size.
But he knew that that would often be the main reason people were interested in him.
In the programme Warwick went to Auschwitz. He was filmed walking on the railway line where the trains came into the camp.
The trains were taking lots of people to be killed.
Steve liked how the programme used sound and silence, and old films from the time, to show how it must have felt to be there.
It made him think about how the same things could have happened to him and his family.
It also made him think about why people wanted to kill or experiment on people with dwarfism in the first place.
Steve says that there are lots of fairy stories about people with dwarfism, like Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs by the Grimm Brothers.
In stories like this, people with dwarfism are written about like they aren’t really human beings.
Often, the stories describe them like their magical creatures – like fairies, goblins, or monsters.
If you don’t think of someone as being a person like you, it’s much easier to treat them badly or to kill them.
Steve thinks the program did a good job of pointing this out.
Steve talked to Warwick about the programme and Warwick felt the same.
Steve thought that the programme was powerful to watch and very well done.
