"Where are the Disabled Labour Activists?" by Kirsten Hearn
This article is by Kirsten Hearn.
The original version of the article was published in the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine.
You can find all the articles from the May 2014 issue of Coalition magazine here[link]
Kirsten is a disabled activist who is also a member of the Labour party.
This article was first on Kirsten's blog. Coalition magazine reprinted it.
In 2014, the government was making lots of things worse for disabled people.
The government in 2014 was a coalition of the Conservative and Liberal Democrat parties.
The word coalition means something different here to what it means in GMCDP and Coalition magazine.
Most governments are one political party.
A coalition government is a government of more than one political party working together.
The Labour party was the opposition.
The Opposition is the biggest political party that is not in the government
It is their job to point out what the government is doing wrong, and convince people that they should be in charge instead.
The government was cutting benefits that lots of disabled people needed to survive.
Benefits is another word for money that people get from the government because they need it.
Benefits can be for particular groups of people who might need things that are expensive.
For example, there are benefits for disabled people who need equipment or special food, or parents who need childcare.
They can also be for anyone who needs money because they have no job, or because their wages are very low.
Cutting benefits meant that disabled people were getting poorer.
A third of the disabled people in Britain did not have enough money to buy the things they needed.
Disabled people were being made to find jobs, when before the cuts they did not have to.
A company called Atos was running the Work Capability Assessment (WCA) for the government.
The WCA was supposed to find out whether a disabled person can work or not.
If Atos decided a disabled person could work, they would have to apply for the same jobs as every non disabled person.
They would also lose some of their benefits.
Atos did not care whether people could find jobs or whether workplaces were accessible.
Lots of disabled people were being told that they could work, even if they felt like they would not be able to.
Even people who were very ill with things like cancer were told that they had to look for jobs.
Lots of people even died soon after they were told that they were able to work.
The government had said that they were going to take another 10 billion pounds away from welfare benefits.
They had decided to get rid of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) altogether.
Disability Living Allowance was money that disabled people could get to pay for things that cost more for disabled people.
This could be things like getting taxis if buses and trains are not accessible for you, or buying more expensive food from takeaways if you can not cook at home.
The government were replacing DLA with another benefit called Personal Independence Payment (PIP).
This was supposed to be for the same things as DLA.
But the way they decided who could get it was different.
A lot less disabled people would end up getting benefits. Some disabled people who got the new benefit ended up getting less money than before.
The government were also saying that DLA was "something for nothing".
So they were saying that disabled people had no good reason to get the money.
This was making a lot of people think that disabled people were getting too much money.
Some newspapers were printing stories about disabled people getting lots of money and saying this was not fair.
Disabled people were being called nasty things like "cheats" and "scroungers".
The government and the newspapers were talking a lot about benefit fraud.
Fraud means people lying or tricking people to get things from them.
So benefit fraud means people lying to get benefits, like by saying that you are unemployed when really you have a job.
Or it could mean saying you are disabled so that you get DLA or PIP when you are not really disabled.
Because of this, lots of people were starting to think that disabled people were lying and taking money from them.
Some people were even attacking and hurting or stealing from disabled people.
The government did not seem to care that this was happening.
But disabled people needed these benefits because things cost more for them than for non-disabled people.
Lots of disabled people were afraid that they could not afford to live in their homes any more because the government was giving them less money.
Some people might have to move out of houses that were accessible for them because they could not afford to live there any more.
They might have to move to houses that were less accessible, or they might even become homeless.
Some disabled people had bigger houses because they needed someone who helped them with things to live with them.
If they had to move to a smaller house, then they would not be able to have their helpers living with them.
Then they might get less help with things that they needed.
Some people were scared that they might even end up in places where they would have no choice about anything, like nursing homes.
They would be losing their independence.
People were saying that disabled people should not be getting so much money to pay rent for expensive houses.
But that money was not really going to the disabled people who rent houses, but to the landlords who own the houses.
If there were houses that cost less for disabled people to rent, like council houses, then the government would not have to spend so much money.
But there are not many council houses left because councils sold them.
Lots of disabled people were very scared because of all of this. They felt like they were fighting for their lives.
Some disabled people's organisations (DPOs) had a conference where they said that DPOs need to fight back against everything that the government was doing.
DPOs are organisations run by disabled people, so they knew exactly what the cuts to benefits meant for disabled people.
But Kirsten wonders why disabled people are not joining with the Labour Party to fight together.
Kirsten says that she has been in the Labour Party for 20 years.
When there were local elections in London, she tried to become a councillor for the Labour Party.
Ken Livingstone was the mayor of London then. He was in the Labour Party.
Kirsten talked to him about what disabled people need.
Kirsten thinks that Ken listened to her and did more for disabled people in London because of what she said to him.
But the Labour Party did not give her much support to run in the election.
She had to pay people herself to help her with her access needs.
Kirsten says it is hard for disabled people to be involved in the Labour Party because they do not know much about how to make things accessible.
Often she has to explain and argue with people about access instead of talking about the things she wants to talk about.
She wants to talk about what the Labour Party should tell people they will do if they become the next government.
This article was written just before a General Election.
A General Election is where all adults vote for who they want to be the government.
The Labour Party hoped to win the election. If they won it, they would have become the new government.
Then they would have been able to stop the things that the government had done which harmed disabled people.
But to do that, they needed to get people to vote for them.
They needed to have good ideas about what they would do, so that people would like them enough to vote for them instead of for other parties.
Kirsten has lots of ideas that she thought would be good for Labour.
But it is hard for her to tell the party about her ideas because things like party meetings are not accessible for her.
Kirsten thinks that Labour needs to have ideas for how to change social care services, health services and benefits.
If they become the government, they will need to spend more money on all of these things.
But they will also need to organise them better.
They need to work out how to bring together social care services, health services and benefits so that they all work well together.
They need to be able to show everyone that this will be good for the whole country.
The government when Kirsten was writing said that disabled people cost the country a lot of money.
They thought that disabled people are useless and that they take money and do not give anything back.
But Labour can say that this is not true.
If there is more money going to disabled people, then disabled people will be able to do more things that are useful for everyone.
If disabled people have enough money to live on, they can get out to spend money in local shops, or volunteer in their local community.
There will also be more jobs for other people, for example working as personal assistants for disabled people who get money to employ them.
This will prove the Conservative government wrong about disabled people being useless and a waste of the government's money.
Kirsten says that there need to be more disabled people in the Labour Party to push them to say and do these things.
The Labour Party has been on the side of lots of groups who have been treated unfairly.
They have let those groups have sections inside the party that they control themselves.
So black people have had a Black Section within the Labour party.
Women have had a Women's Section.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT) people have had a LGBT section.
But disabled people do not have a Disabled Section.
Non-disabled people have often spoken for disabled people.
Disabled people have not wanted this. They have wanted to get to speak for themselves.
That is why the disabled people's movement has the saying "Nothing about us without us".
Disabled people are now fighting for our lives because of all the things that the government is taking away from us.
Kirsten says the Labour Party needs to support disabled people with this.
And disabled people need to join and support the Labour Party.
Disabled people need to make sure the Labour Party has policies that they want.
The Labour Party needs disabled people to tell them what policies disabled people would vote for.
So Labour needs to make sure that disabled people get the support they need to be involved in the party and tell them that.
