What is the Coalition?
from the Coalition introductory news sheet from February 1986.
Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People (GMCDP) started in 1985.
In February 1986, they started to send a news sheet to their members.
This was meant to tell their members about things that were happening that might be interesting for disabled people.
The news sheet got longer over time, as more people wanted to write things for it.
After a while, it became a magazine called Coalition.
Most of the first news sheet was about things that were happening in 1986.
But at the end they explained to members what GMCDP was and how it started.
They said that GMCDP is an organisation of disabled people.
An organisation of disabled people is different from an organisation for disabled people.
An organisation of disabled people is controlled by disabled people.
This means disabled people decide what the organisation does.
The main thing that the first members of GMCDP wanted to do was to set up a Resource Centre in Greater Manchester.
They said they wanted "the integration of disabled people into society at all levels".
Integration means different people being in the same places and doing the same things as each other.
It is the opposite of segregation.
So the first members of GMCDP wanted to make sure that disabled people could be in the same places and do the same things as everyone else.
The idea for having an organisation of disabled people in Greater Manchester came from the International Year of Disabled People in 1981.
This was when the United Nations said that all countries in the world needed to change things to make life better for disabled people.
The United Nations is the group of all the countries in the world. It is where governments agree what kind of things should happen in every country.
This meant that groups of disabled people got started in lots of places.
Disabled people started groups in all the 10 boroughs of Greater Manchester in 1981.
So there were separate groups in Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Stockport, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan.
But these groups all worked together. They shared skills and information with each other.
People in the 10 groups started thinking that there could be one big group of disabled people for the whole of Greater Manchester.
So in 1984 they had a conference. At the conference they started a committee that would work to set up the big group.
A year later, in 1985, they had a meeting called the Inaugural Meeting.
This means the first meeting of a new organisation.
At this meeting everyone decided who would be the Executive Committee of GMCDP.
This is the group of people who make the big decisions about what the organisation does.
There were 21 disabled people in this group. They came from all over Greater Manchester.
Lots of these people stayed in GMCDP for many years. Some of them wrote articles for the Coalition magazine or edited it.
The Executive Committee decided on the big things that GMCDP was meant to be for.
They wanted to bring together all the different things that groups of disabled people were doing in Greater Manchester.
They wanted to help disabled people to solve their problems.
They wanted to change things so that disabled people would have more control over their lives.
For example, they wanted to make sure that disabled people could decide where they lived and who would help them with things they needed help with.
They wanted to make sure that disabled people had enough money for the things they needed and were not poorer than everyone else.
They wanted to make sure that disabled people could see their friends and families and meet new people, just like non-disabled people.
They wanted to stop disabled people being kept out of places by those places not being accessible.
They wanted to make sure that disabled people would all have the same rights as non-disabled people to do what they want in their lives.
