Review of "With Wings"
This article is a review of a book called "With Wings" which was edited by Marsha Saxton and Florence Howe.
The original version of the article was published in the November 1988 issue of Coalition magazine.
You can find all the articles from the November 1988 issue of Coalition magazine here[link]
It doesn't say in the magazine who wrote the review.
The book is an anthology. This means that the chapters in it are all by different writers.
Marsha and Florence decided which pieces of writing would go in the book.
All the writers are disabled women from America.
The chapters are all about their lives and what being disabled women is like for them.
Some of them are true stories and some of them are fiction.
The reviewer thought the book was an interesting mixture of different things.
They liked some parts of it, but they didn't like others.
They also thought that there were some things that were not in the book, but maybe should have been.
There are 3 sections in the book. Each section has different chapters in it.
The first section is about what it feels like to be disabled.
The second section is about how relationships - like with partners, friends or families - can be different for disabled women.
The third section is about trying to change things. Part of this is getting over barriers.
The barriers might be in society, or they might be inside yourself - like bad things you think about being a disabled person.
Changing how you think about being disabled can be like getting over a barrier inside yourself.
So the third section is also about looking again at the ways we think about disabled women.
There were some parts of the book that the reviewer liked because they were like her own life.
One of these was by Marsha Saxton.
It was about how much power doctors had over her and her family when she was a child, and how she felt about it.
Another one was by Roberta Cepko.
It was about how her mother protected her from how badly disabled people are treated, but still tried to stop her being shut away and lonely.
Another chapter in the book was called "In Search of Liberation", by Debra Kent.
The reviewer liked and agreed with bits of this, but thought it was a bit mixed up.
The chapter was talking about things like disabled women not being wanted or seen as attractive by other people.
But Debra was talking about it as if was just a personal thing for each disabled woman.
The reviewer thinks this doesn't really explain what the problem is.
She thinks that the things disabled people have to fight against can be similar to the things that other groups of people have to fight against.
For example, she is a disabled woman who has children.
Sometimes she feels like she is more like other women with children, even if they are not disabled, than like disabled women who do not have children.
She thinks the ways doctors treat women when they are pregnant are similar to how they treat disabled people.
Debra thinks that for disabled women, being disabled is more important than being treated badly as women.
But the reviewer thinks this isn't always true.
It might be true for some disabled women, but for some disabled women it might be the other way round.
All disabled women are both treated badly as disabled people and as women.
The story in the book that the reviewer liked most was called "20/20 With a Twist".
This was written by Deborah Kendrick. It was a fictional story.
In the story, it is in the future. Blind children are not allowed to go to school.
Blind adults are trying to fight against this.
The reviewer thinks this story was good because of how it talks about disability.
The story says that disability was made up by society, and that a society can decide to change things to get rid of it.
But the reviewer thinks that the book is not so good at using the right sort of words to talk about disability.
She thinks using the right words is very important for the disabled people's movement.
This is what Anne Rae talks about in another article in this issue of Coalition. [link?]
A disabled woman called Merry Cross wrote a preface for the book when it was published in Britain.
A preface is a short article that is sometimes at the beginning of a book. It explains what the rest of the book is about.
In the preface, Merry uses the words "physically challenged" to talk about disabled people.
The reviewer doesn't like this.
She thinks it says that being disabled is a disabled person's own problem, instead of something that society does to them.
She thinks there isn't enough in the book about this.
Lots of things that people think about being disabled are bad for disabled people.
Lots of things that people think about being a woman can be bad for all women.
So trying to change what people think, both about being disabled and about being women, can make life better for disabled women.
The third section of the book is supposed to be about all of this.
But the reviewer thinks the book doesn't go far enough.
It talks too much about what things are like for each woman writer, and not enough about what happens to all disabled women.
She thinks it doesn't really say anything about why being a disabled woman is different to being a non-disabled woman.
It also doesn't really say anything about why being a disabled woman is different to being a disabled man.
It doesn't say anything about whether disabled men have more power than disabled women.
Or if they do have more power, whether they use it in ways that hurt disabled women or make their lives harder.
The reviewer also thinks that the book mixes up disability with chronic illness.
Chronic illness is when someone is ill for a long time. They are not dying, but they are not getting better either.
People with chronic illnesses are disabled people, but not all disabled people are chronically ill.
A lot of the disabled women in this book have chronic illnesses.
A lot of them talk a lot about being ill and being in pain.
But the reviewer thinks there is too much about pain in the book.
Pain can be a part of some impairments, but it isn't always.
The reviewer thinks talking about pain can make people think about being disabled as something wrong with the person.
It can sound like the problem is in the person's body, so it needs to be fixed by doctors with medical treatments.
This is the medical model of disability.
But the reviewer thinks we should use the social model of disability.
This says that the problem is how society treats disabled people. So we need to change society, not people's bodies.
Talking about pain too much makes it harder for people to realise that it is the things other people do that disable us.
They will think that it is the pain and our bodies that disable us instead.
There were 5 things that the editors wanted to do by putting together this book.
The first one was to make a book about disabled women's lives that people would think was important and worth reading.
They thought this might help with the problem of disabled women and girls not getting as good education as other people.
The second thing was to show people that disabled women can be good writers and write important things.
The third thing was to help other disabled women and girls to feel like they could become writers as well.
The fourth thing was to get people who work with books, like publishers or journalists, to take disabled women's writing seriously.
The last thing was to get people who read the book to think more about how they feel about a lot of things.
For example, how they feel about who and what they think is beautiful, or how they feel about what their own bodies can and can't do.
The reviewer thinks that the book does do all these things, though maybe it does some of them better than others.
But she thinks there needs to be another book by disabled women to go with this one.
This second book should be more about the bigger picture of being a disabled woman in society.
It should look at why disabled women are treated badly in the ways that the writers in this book talk about.
The reviewer thinks it would be better if it was written by disabled women in Britain, who are already thinking about these kinds of problems.
