Write to Reply August 2006
This article is a letter that Joe Whitaker wrote to 'Coalition' magazine.
Joe was a member of GMCDP for many years.
He was also a member of the Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE).
ALLFIE was a group of people who fought for disabled children to be able to go to normal schools like everyone else.
This letter was printed in Coalition in August 2006.
It was called "Write to Reply", but it was not a reply to something that had been in Coalition before.
The letter is about inclusive education and the Warnock Report.
The Warnock Report was a government report about schools from 1978. It was made by a team led by Dame Mary Warnock.
The Warnock Report said that a lot of disabled children should be allowed to go to mainstream schools.
Joe says that lots of people think that the Warnock Report said we should have inclusive education.
But Joe thinks this is not really true.
People have said in newspapers and on the radio that Mary Warnock was the "architect of inclusion".
An architect is someone who designs a building and tells the builders how it should be built.
So what the people who say that mean is that Mary Warnock designed how inclusive education should work.
They think that people who are making inclusive education happen now are following what she said.
Some people say she has changed her mind since then, and she doesn't support inclusion any more.
But Joe says this is wrong, because she never really supported inclusion in the first place!
Joe thinks this means that lots of people are getting confused about what inclusive education is and is not.
It is important to get the facts right when you are talking about important things like inclusive education.
So Joe wants to explain what the Warnock Report really said.
The Warnock Report talked about integration, not inclusion.
Integration means different people, like disabled and non-disabled people, being in the same places and doing the same things as each other.
There were 3 types of integration that the Warnock Report said should happen in schools.
The first one is locational integration.
Location means the place where something happens. So locational integration means that disabled and non-disabled children are taught in the same place.
But they might not actually be learning together, or learning the same things.
The disabled and non-disabled children could be in one school, but in different classes with different teachers.
The second one is social integration.
This means that disabled and non-disabled children meet each other at school.
They might eat lunch together at lunchtime, or play together in the playground.
But they are still not actually learning together. They might be in different classes or even in different schools.
The third one is functional integration.
This means that disabled children are actually learning the same things as non-disabled children.
The Warnock Report said that all these types of integration could be done in mainstream schools for some disabled children, but not for all.
The Warnock Report did not say that mainstream schools should change how they teach children.
And it also said that some children would always need to go to special schools.
Inclusive education is very different to all this.
Inclusive education means that all disabled children, and non-disabled children, have the same right to education.
They all have the same right to go to their local school and to be part of their local community.
It would not matter what sort of impairments or access needs they have.
Everyone should get all the support they need to equally be part of their school and community.
And everyone has things that they can give to their school and community.
There are schools where this is already happening.
The schools have changed how they teach and work so that everyone can be equally included. This is good for everyone there.
There is nothing wrong with people who learn differently or who need more help to learn than others.
What is wrong is the way that most schools work.
It is wrong for schools to say that some children are not allowed in because they need more support or they learn differently.
When Joe wrote this, the government were trying to change laws so that people have fewer rights.
Joe says they should not be doing this.
Instead they should be defending disabled people's rights, and making sure other people do not ignore these rights.
And they should not be sending disabled children away to special schools, because all children should have the same right to go to school together.
Joe says that how people think about inclusive education has changed since the time of the Warnock report.
Then people thought we needed to come up with good reasons why each disabled child should be allowed to go to their local mainstream school.
But now it is the other way round, and people are saying that there is no good reason for sending disabled children to special schools.
If children are segregated at school, then that can lead to disabled people being segregated in the rest of their lives.
So stopping segregated schools is the first step to making sure disabled people have the same rights as non-disabled people everywhere else.
Joe thinks that people are trying to stop inclusive education because it is getting stronger.
More and more people are fighting for all disabled children to be allowed to go to their local mainstream schools.
This is part of the fight for all disabled people to be included and welcomed in their communities.
But there are still a lot of people who make money from disabled children and adults being treated unfairly - like the people who run special schools.
Joe says that schools need to think of new ways to work so that everyone, disabled and non-disabled, can learn from each other.
And the rest of society needs to do this too.
That is the only way to make safe places for everyone to live and learn.
